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Since there is no true standard for 
music writing and/or playing 
programs for the TS2068 or Sinclair 
Spectrum computers, almost anything 
goes! With word processing 
programs, there are some baseline 
features which are expected such as 
block functions, paragraph formatting, 
word search, etc. But with music 
programs, the baseline features would 
only be the ability to “Play” the 
composition (via BEEP or SOUND 
commands) and “Print” the 
composition (via the TS2040 or a 
fullsize printer} So using these two 
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“pase” features as a starting point let 
us look at Music Typewriter from 
Ramantic Robot Ltd. of Great Britian. 


Music Typewriter is a music 
composition, play and print program 
for the 48K Sinclair Spectrum and 
Spectrum Emulated TS2068 As 
stated in its manual: 


“Music Typewriter is designed to 
assist Spectrum users in all phases of 
music making.” 


Continued on page 2 


The RAM Music 
Machine 


Piano, Drums, Sampler and MIDI all in 
one for your Spectrum! 


The RAM Music Machine’s User Guide 
asks the question, “What sort of 
things can The Music Machine Do?" 
And it answers, "This Question would 
be easier to answer if we asked what 
The Machine cannot dof’ 


The RAM Music Machine is a 
hardware interface and software 
program for the Sinclair Spectrum 
computer. It will work with a Timex 
Sinclair 2068 emulating a Spectrum 
with a “twister board” for the rear 
I/O port. Once the Music Machine is 
connected it, provides the following 
ports: a headphone jack, microphone 
jeck, line level audio output port, MIDI 
IN, MIDI THROUGH and MIDI OUT. 
There is also a level control slide 
adjustment on top. 


The only other items which come 
with Music Machine are a microphone 
for sound sampling, a cassette which 
contains the Music Machine software 
and a users manual Once the 
software is loaded, the Main Menu 
appears (see page 2} Here the 
Sinclair musician has a choice of 
Playing the existing tune, editing a 
tune, LOADing or SAVing Music 
Machine data, sampling sounds, 
playing the piano, playing the drums 
or dropping into BASIC. Let us now 
look at these options. 


Play is used to actually play the 
music which you have composed It 
includes all parts such as the piano, 
drums and voices. Piano lets you use 
the Spectrum keyboard to play tunes 
but it is not limited to just the 
sounds of a piano, but any of the 
eight synthesized sounds stored in the 
system! 
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A Short 
Introduction 


Welcome to the Sinclair Music & MIDI 


Spectrum computer owners who are 
interested in composing and playing 
music or controling musical 
instruments with their computers. 


1 have found that the sound and 
music aspect of Sinclair computers is 
grossly ignored. On occasion you 
might catch an article on the TS2068 
SOUND command, or even a blurb on 
the BEEP command: ,But in general 
there is very little said about the 
Sinclair's sound capability. On a 
higher level, there is almost no 
mention of the music programs or 
musical hardware add-ons available 
for the Sinclairs. 


Now, most of you are wondering 
what happened to the Sinclair Desktop 
Publishing Journal. Well, it has been 
put aside for now. After publishing 
for over two years J began to get a 
little stale. Therefore, I felt it was 
time for something new. 


So welcome once again to this special 
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Writing 


Music Typewriter allows the owner to 
write, edit, play, copy to a printer and 
save to tape musical compositions. 
The program uses musical notation to 
display and edit your piece on screen 
in a graphics mode, This means 
eighth notes look like eighth notes and 
whole notes like whole notes, etc. 


Music Typewriter is also a mini file 
handler for compositions. Up to 16 
different music pieces (or a total of 
24 bars) may be stored in the 
computers memory at one time. Its 
pitch range is six octives, from 
Contra C to C4. Music Typewriter 
allows time signatures from 2/4 to 
8/4 or 2/8 to 15/8, and it provides 
automatic bar length control. 


Other features include the ability to 


flats and naturals, and indication of 
+8 and -8 octive shifting all done 
graphically on screen. As 
compositions are played, each note is 
displayed on screen. 


Since the program is written almost 
entirely in machine code, I/O is via 
Cassette only. Good hackers should be 
able to patch disk 1/0 commands, but 
this author is unaware of any 1/0 
patches as of this writing. Printer 
support is via the TS2040 (ZX 
Printer) and several other British 
printer interfaces, most of which are 
older models. | was able to break into 
the program and locate the printer 
output code, but I have yet been able 
to make the program work with my 
Aerco parallel interface. 


Setting aside the Cassette only I/O 


if you are not a musical person, you 
can take a piece of sheet music and 
enter it into Music Typewriter just 
like a word processor, and then have 
the computer play it back to you. 
And in that respect, it is an excellent 
conversation (or “show off your 
Sinclair’) item. 


Editors Aside: This particular music 
product is a wonderful beginners 
program for enrty into the Sinclair 
music world and is currently being 
closed out by Romantic Robot for 
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If you have any interest in computer 
assisted music (MIDI) or you just 
want to show off your Spectrum, and 
learn something new about computers 
as I have, then I would not hesitate 


